I am a foreign English teacher who has been working in Fuzhou for the last 18 months and feel lucky to be working at my current job, Fujian Economic School.  When I first came to China I worked at a training center and went through the pitfalls of hectic schedules, last minute changes, unwritten rules and overall headaches.  But since I have been at FES my life has become much easier.

Right now my school is looking for a full time teacher for September.  I will be very honest, very few places are perfect, but I am very happy where I am now and would certainly suggest working at this school to anyone.

Fuzhou is the capital of Fujian Province and is a good place to live and learn about Chinese culture.  Fuzhou is a descent sized city.  It isn’t too crowded and the pollution is minimal.  It’s big enough to be able to buy some western goods at one of the local supermarkets if you miss food from home.  There is certainly enough of a foreign crowd to make friends, but not so many that foreigners are very common.

Yet Fuzhou it isn’t so big that it has become a very western-like.  If you want to know what real China is like, then you want a city like Fuzhou instead of Beijing or Shanghai, which is very western in attitude.

My school offers a one-year contract with a nice apartment, a real working visa (which many places can’t offer) and a good work schedule (approximately 18, 45 minute classes per week) that leaves plenty of time open for teaching private students.

There is also a required 2 hour English corner once every two weeks, which is made very easy to do and all the classes are teaching spoken English.  The salary is 2000 rmb per month plus 25 rmb per class, which totals 4000rmb/month for an 18 class per week schedule.  The standard contract here has a maximum of 20 classes/week.  

Unlike working at training centers with evening and weekend classes, your classes here will be from Monday to Friday during the day, usually in the morning, leaving plenty of free time for evenings and weekends.  Having lived here for over a year I can also help introduce you to the city, plan lessons, find private students and help take care of any problems that might come along the way.

Another benefit is that after working here for a year, I already have lesson plans completed for most (but not all) of the classes, meaning you would have to spend a lot less time lesson planning.  (My least favourite part of teaching)

If this has sparked your interest in any way, send me an e-mail so I can give you more details on the school and the city of Fuzhou.

Wily Bloye

ttwbloye@hotmail.com

